
CONCERT 1 – THURSDAY 2 JULY 7pm 
Dedicated to Mary O’Brien 
 
Boccherini - Cello Quintet in D minor Op.25 
Schubert - Cello Quintet D.956 
 
MUSICIAN BIOS: 
SIMEON BROOM – violin (Festival Artistic Director) 
 

 
  
Simeon Broom grew up in Mt Eden and began the violin at the age of 4. He completed 
Performance Violin studies at Auckland University with Mary O’Brien, during which he won 
the inaugural University Concerto Competition. Simeon received a DAAD (German Academic 
Exchange) Scholarship and moved to Germany where he studied at the Hochschule für 
Musik, Düsseldorf. In 2004 Simeon was finalist in the Young Musicians’ Competition New 
Zealand. In 2008, Simeon completed his Masters at the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama. He was finalist in the Beares Solo Bach Competition in London and winner of the 
Sonata Competition at the North London Music Festival. He has played in orchestras such as 
the Royal Opera House (Covent Garden), English National Opera, City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra, the Bergen Philharmonic and the Sydney Symphony, before taking up 
his position in the NZSO.  
 

Simeon has performed as soloist with orchestras both in New Zealand and in Germany. In 
2021 and 2022 Simeon performed and recorded as soloist with the NZSO, in Vivaldi & 
Piazzola’s Seasons. Simeon is a passionate chamber musician and has toured for Chamber 
Music New Zealand. In 2016 Simeon was co-founder, together with Eden Arts, of the Mt 
Eden Chamber Music Festival and has been the Artistic Director since its conception. 
 

JESSICA ODDIE - violin 
 

  
 

Violinist Jessica Oddie returned to New Zealand in 2020 when she was engaged as Guest 
Assistant Concertmaster of the New Zealand Symphony Ochestra, and was appointed as 
Assistant Principal Second in 2022.  



 
In the realm of chamber music, Jessica has received awards including first prize in the Carl 
Wendling Wettbewerb in Stuttgart, the Yale Friends of Music Award, and the Chamber 
Music Prize from Les Écoles d'Art Américaines de Fontainebleau. She has performed at 
festivals such as the Venice Biennale, Norfolk Chamber Music Festival, and the Toronto 
Summer Music Festival, and has appeared in recital in venues including Teatro La Fenice 
(Venice), Le Poisson Rouge (New York), Lincoln Center (New York), Cité Internationale 
Universitaire de Paris, and the Sydney Opera House. She has also recorded albums of 
chamber music for the Naxos and Tactus labels. Jessica studied at the Juilliard School, Yale 
University, and the Yale School of Music. 
 

JULIA JOYCE – viola 
 

 
 

Julia has been Principal Viola of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra since 2011. 
She grew up in Auckland, studying the violin with Mary O’Brien before going on to 
Wellington to study towards a Bachelor of Music at Victoria University. She was then 
awarded a scholarship to the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, graduating with a 
Master of Music in 2008, and soon after became a member of the Philharmonia Orchestra in 
London. She has also performed with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, London Symphony 
Orchestra, and London Philharmonic Orchestras.  
 
A dedicated chamber musician, Julia was a founding member of the Puertas Quartet, 
formed in 2009. She has appeared as Guest Principal Viola with both the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, and in 2023 returned to the 
Philharmonia Orchestra (London) as Guest Principal, undertaking performances and tours 
across the UK and Europe. Alongside her performing career, she is committed to the 
development of young musicians, working with viola students across New Zealand and 
coaching the National Youth Orchestra viola section. She also enjoys regular chamber music 
collaborations with colleagues from the NZSO. 
 

KEN ICHINOSE – cello 
 

    



Cellist Ken Ichinose was appointed Associate Principal Cello of the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra in 2014 whilst also pursuing a busy chamber music career within New Zealand. He 
is the cellist in the Ghost Piano Trio and the Elouan Quartet, and has also performed with 
New Zealand String Quartet, Amici Ensemble, and the contemporary music group Stroma. In 
addition to this locally based work, Ken helped establish the Glenn Douglas Winter Chamber 
Music Festival in Florida, and has toured Europe, Asia and Australia in recent years with the 
London Symphony Orchestra. 
  
Prior to his move to New Zealand, Ken was a founding member of the Galitzin Quartet, 
formed at the Royal Academy of Music, London. The Quartet actively performed for ten 
years, completing major tours in the UK, Germany, France, Portugal and Holland. They were 
first prize winners of the 2007 Charles Hennen Competition in the Netherlands. Also during 
this time, Ken worked and toured extensively with the Philharmonia, Orchestra of The Royal 
Opera House Covent Garden, and the Academy of Saint Martin-in-the-Fields among others. 
Ken plays on a ‘Tononi School’ Venetian cello, circa 1700. 
 
 

ANDREW JOYCE – cello 
 

 
 
Principal Cellist of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, Andrew Joyce, was born in 
Norwich in England. Passionate about music from an early age, at 11 he went to London to 
pursue his musical studies at the Purcell School of Music. He continued studies at the Royal 
College of Music and the Musikhochschule Lübeck, as a holder of the coveted DAAD 
Scholarship. He has performed in masterclasses with the late Bernard Greenhouse, 
Alexander Baillie, David Geringas, Alexander Rudin, Natalia Gutman, Karine Georgian, Leonid 
Gorokhov, the Takacs Quartet, the Kopelman Quartet.  
  
Before joining the NZSO in September 2010, Andrew spent five years freelancing in London, 
during which time he performed all over the world with the London Symphony & London 
Philharmonic Orchestras.  He also played as Guest Principal with Northern Sinfonia, 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 
  
A dedicated chamber musician, Andrew has performed regularly with pianist Simon 
Watterton (most notably the complete Beethoven Cello Sonatas), the Bartholdy Trio and the 
Jigsaw Players, and he continues to perform with the Puertas Quartet both in the UK and in 
New Zealand. 
  
 


