CONCERT 2 — FRIDAY 3 JULY 7pm

Alyssa Morris — The Big Questions (2024)
Charles Loeffler — Deux Rhapsodies (1901)
Janet Jennings — Five Emotional States (2025)

TRIO OBSCURA

TRIO OBSCURA’s name was inspired by the somewhat unusual combination of instruments
that comprise the ensemble: as it turns out, very little has been written for oboe, viola, and
piano. However, the music in today’s programme vividly showcases the musicality and
lyricism on offer when these three sonorities come together. Five Emotional States was
written especially for TRIO OBSCURA’s 2026 In Partnership Series tour for Chamber Music
New Zealand.

BEDE HANLEY — oboe

Born in Saskatoon, Canada, Bede Hanley began learning the oboe at ten, eventually going on
to earn his Bachelor of Music degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music, Ohio, where he
studied with John Mack, the principal oboe of the Cleveland Orchestra and a highly
esteemed teacher.

Following several seasons with Spain’s Orquesta Sinfonica de Galicia, Bede, admired for his
"gorgeous tone and buoyant phrasing", first joined the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra as
Principal Oboe for the 2008 and 2009 Seasons. He was then appointed Principal Oboe of the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Canada, a position he held for four years, before rejoining
the APO in 2013 as Section Principal Oboe.

Bede has performed with many symphony and opera orchestras internationally. He is an
active soloist, recitalist, chamber musician and teacher, and a Yamaha Artist.



ROBERT ASHWORTH - viola

Robert Ashworth is an award winning violist who enjoys a very active music life in New
Zealand as the Principal viola for the Auckland Philharmonia, violist with the Jade String
Quartet, and sought after chamber musician, soloist, mentor and orchestral guest. He has
often appeared as soloist with the Auckland Philharmonia, the Auckland Chamber
Orchestra, and the St Matthew's Chamber Orchestra. With the Jade String Quartet he has
toured throughout New Zealand with Arts on Tour, and as a CMINZ regional artist. He has
recorded for Atoll and Rattle labels as well as many performances recorded for Radio New
Zealand.

Robert has been guest-principal viola for Australian orchestras such as the Sydney
Symphony, Melbourne Symphony, and the Opera Australia Orchestra, as well as New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra He also plays with the Australian World Orchestra. In 2022,
Robert was awarded a NZ music award for Best Classical Artist for his album Moonstone
with collaborative pianist Sarah Watkins, and is a twice recipient of the Canada Council for
the Arts Award for Emerging Artists. Robert plays on a 1995 John Newton "cut-away" viola.

SARAH WATKINS — piano

Sarah’s passion for accompanying and chamber music has led to an impressive and busy
career as a collaborative pianist. As a founding member of NZTrio for 16 years, Sarah
performed throughout Asia, the USA and Europe, and now enjoys a wide variety of
collaborations with musicians throughout Aotearoa.



In addition to regular engagements as a pianist for competitions and orchestras, Sarah is an
award-winning recording artist. She was named Classical Artist of the Year with violist
Robert Ashworth in 2022, and violinist Andrew Beer in 2020 at the Aotearoa Music Awards,
for the CDs “Moonstone” and “11 Frames”. In 2014 Sarah recorded Chris Watson's SOUNZ
Contemporary Award-winning "sing songs self" for solo piano and orchestra with the NZSO.

A graduate of the University of Canterbury (NZ), Sarah earned both MM and DMA degrees
from the Juilliard School (NY). She is currently on the teaching staff at the University of

Auckland.



