
CONCERT 3 – SATURDAY 4 JULY 5pm 
Remembering Katherine Austin 
 
Bach - E major Partita for solo violin  
Schumann - Fantasiestücke Opus 73 for cello and piano  
Prokofiev - Piano Sonata No.3 in A minor, Opus 28  
Rachmaninov - Vocalise Opus 34 No.14 
Dvorak - Piano Quintet No. 2 in A major, Opus 81 (1st mvmt) 
 
A Garland for Katherine (2025) 
(KATHERINE AUSTIN) 
Andrew Leithwick – a little bit a bit 
Helen Bowater – Ludwig, Katherine and me 
Janet Jennings – Expressivo 
Michael Williams – Effervescence 
Peter Scholes – A Shining Star 
Gillian Whitehead - S 
 
 
SIMEON BROOM – violin (Festival Artistic Director) 
 

 
  
Simeon Broom grew up in Mt Eden and began the violin at the age of 4. He completed 
Performance Violin studies at Auckland University with Mary O’Brien, during which he won 
the inaugural University Concerto Competition. Simeon received a DAAD (German Academic 
Exchange) Scholarship and moved to Germany where he studied at the Hochschule für 
Musik, Düsseldorf. In 2004 Simeon was finalist in the Young Musicians’ Competition New 
Zealand.  
 
In 2008, Simeon completed his Masters at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He was 
finalist in the Beares Solo Bach Competition in London and winner of the Sonata 
Competition at the North London Music Festival. He has played in orchestras such as the 
Royal Opera House (Covent Garden), English National Opera, City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, the Bergen Philharmonic and the Sydney Symphony, before taking up his position 
in the NZSO.  
 
Simeon has performed as soloist with orchestras both in New Zealand and in Germany. In 
2021 and 2022 he performed and recorded as soloist with the NZSO, in Vivaldi & Piazzola’s 



Seasons. Simeon is a passionate chamber musician and has toured for Chamber Music New 
Zealand. In 2016 Simeon was co-founder, together with Eden Arts, of the Mt Eden Chamber 
Music Festival and has been the Artistic Director since its conception. 
 
 

JAMES TENNANT – cello 
 

 
 
Cellist James Tennant is recognised nationally and internationally as a passionate soloist, 
chamber musician and teacher.  
 
James was principal cellist with the Sinfonica Nacional de Colombia, Bogota Filarmonia and 
the Auckland Philharmonia orchestras. He has performed concertos with the Auckland 
Philharmonia, the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra, Orquesta Sinfonica Nacional de 
Colombia, Orquesta de Cali and the Dunedin Sinfonia among others.  
 
As a chamber musician, James was a founding member of the Trio Mozart, CadeNZa, Vivo 
String Quartet, Ogen Trio and the New Zealand Chamber Soloists, and performed regularly 
with pianist Katherine Austin as the Tennant-Austin Duo. James also created the cello 
ensemble Cellophonics, which has performed annual tours around New Zealand.  
 
James has taught at the Universidad del Cauca, Conservatorio Nacional de Colombia, 
Canterbury and Waikato Universities, and is currently at Auckland University. His students 
have achieved outstanding successes in national and international competitions and his 
numerous musical initiatives have included six NZ Summer Cello Schools, the Nelson 
International Chamber Music Festival and Summer School, the Rotorua International 
Chamber Music Festival, and the 2016 Waikato International Cello Fest.  
 
 

ELANI AUSTIN-TENNANT – piano 
 

 
 



Hailing from Kirikiriroa Hamilton, Elani (she/they) is a composer for dance, and a bookseller. 
They moved to Auckland in 2017 to study contemporary dance at Unitec and graduated in 
2020 with a Bachelor of Performing and Screen Arts, majoring in contemporary dance. They 
worked, performed and toured as a freelance dancer and composer until their mother 
Katherine Austin's diagnosis in 2023, after which they focussed on composing and 
bookselling alongside Katherine's care, pausing the former when her care became more 
critical. Elani's music has been used in dance works across the North Island, notably in 
Solveig Co's Tunnelling Wormholes, in which she was also a dancer.  
 
Elani has been playing the piano since she was 3 years old, starting to pick up other 
instruments and gain an interest in composition at 12. She has been fortunate to perform 
with both James Tennant and Katherine on different occasions, her crowning achievement 
of which was performing Stravinsky's Danse Russe piano duet from Petrushka with 
Katherine in 2015, after which she attained Scholarship Music.  
  
Elani is eternally grateful to everyone who has helped support her and James through 
Katherine's illness and passing, and would like to thank you for coming to this concert to 
remember and honour her musical legacy. 
 
 

STEPHEN DE PLEDGE – piano 
 

 
 
New Zealand pianist Stephen De Pledge studied at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama 
where he won the Gold Medal in his final year and subsequently spent two years as a Junior 
Fellow at the Royal College of Music. He then continued his studies in Paris.   
 
After winning the NFMS Young Concert Artist Award he made his debuts in the Wigmore 
Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Barbican Hall and St John’s Smith Square and broadcast 
frequently for BBC Radio 3.  His concerto performances have included appearances with the 
Philharmonia, Bournemouth Symphony, New London, BBC Scottish Symphony and all the 
major New Zealand orchestras.  His solo performances in recent seasons have taken him to 
Cologne, Paris and New York, as well as throughout New Zealand and Australia. 
 
Stephen takes a particular interest in contemporary music and has worked with a great 
number of composers, making world premiere recordings for Arvo Pärt, Henryk Gorecki and 
Ned Rorem.  In addition to his performing schedule Stephen De Pledge is Head of Piano at 
the School of Music, University of Auckland. 
 

 
 
 



SOMI KIM – piano 
 

 
 
Hailed for her “breath-taking range of colour, tone and inflection” (The Times), South 
Korean born New Zealand pianist Somi Kim is one of Aotearoa’s most sought after pianists.  
 
A winner of the Royal Over-Seas League Accompanist Prize and the Gerald Moore Award for 
Accompanists, Somi enjoys an impressive career as a chamber musician and soloist. She 
performs extensively as the official pianist of NZTrio, one of New Zealand’s most 
indispensable ensembles, and her recent solo appearances include concertos with the 
Auckland Philharmonia and the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra.  
 
Somi is a graduate of the University of Auckland (NZ) and the Royal Academy of Music (UK) 
where she obtained a Master of Music in solo piano and an Advanced Diploma in 
Performance and Master of Arts in collaborative piano with Distinction.  
 
 

DIMITRI ATANASSOV – violin 
 

 
 
Bulgarian-born and New Zealand-based violinist Dimitri Atanassov has had a prominent and 
varied career since arriving in New Zealand in 1995. He served as a concertmaster of the 
Auckland Philharmonia and has been a significant player with NZ Chamber Soloists. He has 
taught at the University of Waikato and the University of Auckland. Dimitri is a renowned 
violin maker, selling his instruments throughout the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HELEN LEE – viola 
 

 
 
Violist Helen Lee (née Bevin) has a diverse career as a chamber, orchestral and teaching 
musician in Auckland. Appointed Solo Viola with the Lahti Symphony Orchestra in Finland at 
age 24, she toured extensively in Europe with various major London orchestras before 
spending eight years as a member of the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra. 
 
 

LOUIS DE BIASIO – piano 
 

 
 
Louis De Biasio is a 16 year old pianist who studied under Katherine Austin. He has 
competed and placed in various competitions around Auckland, including 1st place in the 
West Auckland Performing Arts Competition for the under 16 recital class. He also 
performed an own composition at the main chamber in the Auckland Town Hall for the 
2024 SUSO finals.  
 
 
 
 
 


